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A GENERAL agent of a prominent life company writes us: 
“Some time ago you sent me ‘Smith’s Notes on Life Insurance,’ 
‘Principles and Practice of Life Insurance,’ and the ‘ A B C of 
Life Insurance,’ for which [ duly sent my check, but I feel like 
thanking you in addition for the great benefit these works have 
been to me. I am to-day familiar with the questions and ideas 
regarding life insurance which six months ago I had never heard 
of. The mortality table I can now use intelligently. I am able 
to explain to persons something of the science of life insurance 
bookkeeping. I do not know that I ever expended $5 to a 
better advantage than I did in purchasing the three books 
mentioned above,” 





THE fire hazard due to an environment of forests composed 
principally of pitchy, easily combustible woods, is one which 
comes into notice nearly every summer, and has lately caused 
considerable loss in Wisconsin. In hot, dry summers, in dis- 
tricts largely covered with such trees, the hazard is an actual 
one, and should be borne in mind and taken into account in the 
fixing of rates in such territory. Almost annually severe forest 
fires do their destructive work in some of the heavily timbered 
regions of the country, and a nearby illustration is afforded by 
the pine district of Southern New Jersey, where towns are 
threatened with comparative frequency, and almost superhuman 
efforts are necessary to prevent the fire from securing a foothold 
in them. The blotting out of several towns in Wisconsin, espe- 
cially that of Phillips, shows that, once such a fire gets a start in 
a town, the fire department counts for naught in the direction of 
staying its progress. Phillips was exceptionally well equipped 
for fire fighting, and yet succumbed immediately to the terrific 
heat produced by the blazing forest. 





As an indication of how the fraternals trust to faith to pay 
future claims, we present herewith a comparison of the amount 
of net cash assets per capita held by ten orders for the years 
1883 and 1893. Only two of the ten make any pretense of a 
reserve, and even in these cases it is small. When it is remem- 
bered, as we showed last week, that the cost is increasing steadily, 
and the influx of new blood is decreasing, it would seem to be 
time for the fraternals to make strong efforts to prevent the 
excessive cost which must inevitably come under present con- 
ditions, and which will result in their downfall. The American 
Legion of Honor carries nearly as much assets as all the other 
nine orders presented here put together, The supreme secre- 
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tary of that order, Adam Warnock, should give Mr. Robson and 
some of his other brethren a few lessons in how to make ready 
for meeting future obligations, if only in a measurable degree. 
































Name anp Location oF ORDER AND| Decem- | Net Cash |. Member- | Net As- 
Date or ComMENCING BusINESS. ber 31, Assets.¢ Ship at End) sets per 
° of Year. | Capita. 
American Legion of Honor....... 1893 594,686 | 60,070 | 9.90 
Boston, Mass., 1878. 1883 109,369 | 53,032 | 2.10 
Catholic Benevolent Legion....... 1893 12,417 | 31,772 .40 
Brooklyn, N, Y., 1881. 1883 2,198 2.975 -70 
Chosen Friends, Order of ... .... 1893 27,063 | 35,892 .80 
Indianapolis, Ind., 1879. 1883 6,108 | 18,499 30 
Equitable Aid Union ............ 1893 40.252 | 31,194 | 1.30 
Columbus, Pa., 1879. 1883 10 396 | 13 544 .80 
Knights of Honor............... 1893 25,396 | 123.354 -20 
St. Louis, Mo., 1873. 1883 6.374 | 128,309 .05 
Knights of Pythias .............. 1893 184,719 | 32922] 5.60 
Chicago, IIl., 1877. 1883 2,806 | 26,977 .10 
Royal Arcanum .............+45- 1893 298.351 | 148 426 | 2.00 
Boston, Mass., 1877. 1883 33,729 | 47.744 -70 
Royal Templars of Temperance...| 1893 (a) 12,243 | (a) 
Buffalo, N. Y., 1877. 1883 3.996 17,616 | .20 
ee a vis ccc vccnsecs 1893 35193 | 20,726 1.70 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 1881. 1883 5,141 | 5.502 go 
United Workmen, A. O.*... ....) 1893 60,290 | 30,942 | 1.90 
Dunkirk, N. Y., 1874. 1883 14,022 | 18,298 .80 
pe ee ee 1893 1,278,367 | 527,541 1.40 
1883 194,139 | 332,496 -60 











*New York State only. After deducting cash liabilities. 


a Assets reported as 
$7412, with losses of $25,500 due and unpaid. 





Most of the live stock insurance companies confine their 
transactions to the insuring of horses and mules against death 
by fire, disease or other cause. The veterinary service furnished 
by such companies for sick and injured horses isa popular feat- 
ure, and tends to bring the importance of live stuck insurance 
to the attention of owners of blooded stock. The insuring of 
horses on the plan noted is hazardous at the best, and as we have 
heretofore explained in THE SPECTATOR, most of the ventures 
in this field have been disastrous. Last week we published a 
list of existing live stock companies in the United States oper- 
ating both on the stock and assessment plans. None of these 
companies are as strong as the smallest stock fire insurance com- 
pany authorized to do business in the States of New York or 
Massachusetts. During the past week we have received word 
that the Northwestern Live Stock Insurance’ Company of Des 
Moines, one of the most important of such organizations, has 
decided to give up the ghost and cease business because it found 
this class of insurance unprofitable. There is a demand for 
indemnity of this character, however, and possibly the future 
will yet bring forth a strong company, ably backed by capital 
and conducted by conservative men, who will inaugurate and 
successfully operate a sound live stock insurance company. 

* * * * 

A well-known importing house recently wrote us for the name 
of an insurance company which would insure horses, cattle and 
fowl against fire, the perils of the sea and death by disease in 
transit. We were unable to supply this firm with the informa- 
tion wanted, and doubt if the risks involved in the undertaking 
of such insurance would permit the most conservative company, 
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under the best possible management, to make a success of such 
underwriting. Aside from the natural risks involved in the 
insurance of live stock, the moral hazard constitutes an element 
for serious consideration by those prosecuting live stock 
insurance, 





Mr. Rosson, the supreme secretary of the Royal Arcanum, 
has denied that any committee of the fraternals will meet the 
insurance commissioners at the latter’s annual convention in 
September to consider the serious questions which now confront 
the fraternals. As the secretary of a prominent order, Mr. 
Robson ought certainly to know the facts regarding such a 
committee, and his denial may be accepted as true. He, how- 
ever, goes further, and denies even that there are “ grave appre- 
hensions as to the possibility of the indefinite existence of the 
fraternal societies.” Possibly in the office of the Royal Arcanum 
there are no such fears, but any intelligent man who takes the 
trouble to study the reports of the fraternals will speedily per- 
ceive the end they are inevitably working to on their present 
methods. He says further, “the theory upon which the frater- 
nal orders are founded has not had sufficient time to test its 
correctness.” This is easily disproven by the record of the 
Knights of Honor, the A. O. U. W. in certain States, and many 
others that could be mentioned. A study of the figures of the 
Royal Arcanum itself, strong numerically as that order is, will 
convince any unbiased man that the theory is not sound. The 
figures given herewith show that although the certificates in 
force have increased in the past five years from 86,985 to 

. 148,426, the average mortuary assessment has increased from 
$23.34 in 1889 to $25.87 in 1893, and this latter amount was not 
sufficient, for the death claims paid exceeded the assessments. 

ROYAL ARCANUM. 
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1893, 1892, 1891. | 1890, 1889. 

| 
Number of certificates written. . | 16,086 | 17,293 17,089| 16,802 13,357 
Number of certificates in force. .|. 148,426 | 137,189 | 124,766| 111,366) 97,993 
Increase in year..............+- | 11,237} 12,423| 13,400| 13,373| 11,008 
Terminated by death........... | 1,296] 1,141 1,009 | 947 750 
Terminated by lapse............| 3,553 3,729 | 2,680 | 2,482 1,599 
Receipts from assessments...... 13,693,916 |3,432,834 |3,129,420 |2,803,060 |2,158,310 
Death losses paid.............. 13:770,750 |3,401,750 |3,097,250 |2,717,302 |2,146,526 
Losses due and unpaid......... | 37,500| 42,000] 55.250] 37,500/........ 
Deaths per 1000 of mean insured) g.I | 8.7 | 8.6 9.0 8.1 
Average annual mortuary assess-_ | 

ment on each certificate...... 25.87 | 26.21 26.51 26.78 | 23.34 
| 





The actual assessment should have been $26.41 to cover the 
death claims. The order has apparently reached its limit of 
annual growth, for whereas in 1891 17,089 certificates were 
issued and 13,400 added to the number in force, in 1893 the 
new issues fell to 16,086, and the increase in membership to 
11,237, while the death rate per thousand in that year was 
higher than for any previous year. The secretary says: “ The 
expense of $3000 protection in the Royal Arcanum is consider- 
ably less than in the best managed old line companies.” But 
the figures show that the cost is increasing to a point that will 
in time equal and then exceed the death insurance cost of the 
regular companies, all of whom furnish better insurance and are 
also much older than the fraternals. The experience of other 
fraternal societies similarly constituted proves this, one society 
recently making a call of $140 on a $1000 certificate. The fra- 
ternals claim to furnish cheap insurance, but there is a well 
tried maxim that cheap goods are the dearest, and so it must 
prove with the fraternals. The cost of life insurance protection, 


pure and simple, must annually increase. That is a proposition 
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which cannot be gainsaid, mathematically or otherwise. With- 
out reserves the cost becomes excessive and burdensome with 
increasing age. With reserves the cost is kept normal, and such 
results are seen of a company paying out year after year to 
policyholders more than they receive from them, as witness, for 
instance, the experience of the Connecticut Mutual and the 
Phoenix Mutual since 1877, to say nothing of twenty-eight 
British companies that paid out in 1893 more than they received. 





NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


THE receiver of the St. Nicholas bank must, according to a decision of 
Calvin Frost, referee, pay to the Assurance Lloyds its proportionate share of 
$5000 and $85,000 due the latter. The facts of the case are that Arthur B, 
Graves, the bank’s president, subscribed $5000 to the $500,000 guarantee 
fund of the Lloyds, whose finance committee then deposited $85,000 with the 
bank, receiving therefor a certificate of deposit for $90,000. This receipt was 
signed by Graves as president, and the directors of the bank gave him credit 
for his $5000 subscription. The bank cashier represented that Graves’ $5000 
was on deposit and the Lloyds issued policies in Graves’ name. Hugh J. 
Grant, receiver of the bank, denied the right of the Lloyds to recover $40,000, 
as it was not shown that Graves had paid his $5000 subscription, but was will- 
ing to allow $85,000. The referee holds that the amount acknowledged by 
the receipt, viz., $90,000, is a valid claim against the bank. 

* ** * ** 

Howarp P. Gray, general agent of the Western department of the Han- 
over Fire, has been promoted to the vacant vice-presidency of the company. 
He will retain the Western management for the present, at least, and will 
help President Lane to look after the Hanover’s agencies. 

* * * * 

Joerns & FRENCH is the name of a new firm that will look after the 
interests of the Home Fire, with headquarters in the Cooper Union building. 
Mr. Joerns found that business increased so rapidly as to necessitate the 
taking in of a partner. 

* * * * 

W. E. Hart will take out a license under the surplus law of New York 
for Leonard & Hart, who already have the representation of a number of 
mutual fire insurance companies in Philadelphia and Massachusetts, and will 
transact a general brokerage business. 

* * * * 

PEASLEY & TIFFANY say they will soon discontinue the licensed brokerage 
business under the present firm name. ‘Tiffany is devoting a great deal of 
time as secretary with the America of Jersey City, which had trouble some 
time ago with the Insurance Commissioner of New Jersey. 

* * * *k 

THE Merchants Union Fire Insurance Association of New York and New 
Jersey is the title adopted by the latest Lloyds. Townsend D. Baker, who, 
for some twelve years, has been with W. De L. Boughton, is the attorney. 

* * * * 
A NEw accession to the ranks of the Fire Underwriters Union is the Sun 


of London. 
K ok * 


WEED & KENNEDY of New York become sole American correspondents of 
the Baloise of Basle. 

* * * * 

CARL SCHREINER, manager of the Munich Reinsurance, was expected to 
arrive here this week. 

a * * * 

Ir is stated that the counsel for the Imperial of London bas the matter of 
the Imperial Fire Lloyds in charge, and will take steps at once, in case of any 
infringement of the company’s rights, to protect same. 

* * * * 


GENERAL business has been begun by the Imperial Fire Lloyds of New 
York, of which Henry Edwards is attorney. 








—THE SPECTATOR extends its sympathy to Robert R. Dearden of The 
United States Review, in the loss he has sustained by the death of his father, 
William R, Dearden, on July 19. ‘ 
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CHICAGO SURVEYS. 


‘THE election of Howard P. Gray to the vice-presidency of the Hanover is 
a well-deserved compliment, which is sincerely endorsed by his many friends 
in the Western field, but it is a question whether the novelty of having an 
officer of an Eastern company also act as its Western manager in Chicago will 
prove either judicious or practicable in the long run, The only precedent for 
such a measure is in the case of the Rutland Insurance Company of Vermont, 
whose president is his own general agent in Chicago, the company, however, 
not being licensed to do business in Illinois. It is stated that the Western 
department of the Hanover will not be discontinued, but Mr. Gray’s election 
to the New York position is naturally construed as the first symptom of a 
forthcoming change in the method of transacting the Western business, espe- 
cially as the company’s high expense ratio would seem to require revision. 

* * * * 
" ANOTHER ill-advised general agency arrangement has been abandoned, that 
of O. C. Kemp of the Rochester German. Mr. Kemp has done efficient field 
work for the company for many years, and is, of course, retained in their serv- 
ice, but the scope and nature of the company’s operations in the West were 
never such as to make the department plan either necessary or economical, 

* * * * 

THE failure of certain managers to make money for their companies and the 
virtual impossibility of operating their comparatively limited department at less 
than forty per cent of the net premium receipts, are understood to have caused 
much apprehension as to the changes which may be looked for before the close 
of the year. The desire for retrenchment in expenses is general, and as not a 
few companies will find it absolutely necessary to reduce income so as to be 
able to make a statement next January, the need of a Western department is 
not so urgent in such cases. 

* * * * 

THE gifted Chard of the Firemans Fund is reported to be enjoying himself 
in Switzerland, far from the maddening insurance crowd, and no doubt giving 
full rein to his poetic fancy. Mr. Chard’s health has greatly improved in 
recent years, and none more than he have brought higher culture and thought 
to bear upon the business. To the skill of a Jesuit in council he adds the 
charm of a wide sympathy, and while never popular in the vulgar sense to which 
so much managerial talent is now prostituted, he coins the respect and devo- 
tion of his agents into profitable results through the touch of a great and posi- 
tive personality. 

* * * * 

‘* ONLY a postal card ” was the excuse given by a certain clerk in an insur- 
ance office here many years ago when confronted with his inattention to a 
request made upon such acard. It is needless to say that this clerk never 
made any noticeable progress, and the hint should be taken to heart by the 
shiftless and indifferent clerks who cannot understand why their good looks 
and neat appearance are not a sufficient passport to high attainment. 

* * *K * 

‘* ALWAYS date your memorandums,” is the ringing advice of an insurance 
expert who practices what he preaches, and is especially careful as to 
. “binders.” In the latter case he takes the additional precaution, whenever 
possible, to have his partner or some clerk attest the good faith of the trans- 
action as a witness. 

k *k *k * 

THE secretary of the Chicago Underwriters Association publishes a special 
list of the non-voting members, being such as have not at present the sole 
agency of any company. They are P. F. Cameron & Co., Gardner & Peck, 
C. H. Harraden, A. D. Kennedy & Co., Magill & Chamberlin, James L. 
Ross & Co., J. L. Skelton and William G, Wood & Son. 

* * * * 

Wks have had a good deal of the A. P, A. and the A..R. U. lately, and 
now comes the O. I. A. W. and tells us that ‘‘ business of all kinds has been 
seriously effected.” Well, that ought to be quite to the liking of the thor- 
eugh-going editor of the O. I. A. W., as he is constantly preaching the 
necessity of effecting an insurance transaction in a serious, if not a positively 
ghastly, mood. But if he intended to say ‘‘ affected,” why, that’s a horse of 
another color, and even the playful compositor will undoubtedly agree 
with him. 

* * * * 

AND now the adjusters are not entirely happy. It is reported that a pious 
company was lately ‘‘ knocked out” by a wide-awake lawyer, who discovered 
that in the selection of ‘‘ disinterested" appraisers the P. C, had picked out 


SPECTATOR. 


_ narcotics. 


45 


as their man a well-known adjuster, and who, in turn, had secured the 
acceptance of a notorious confederate as umpire. In another case an adjuster, 
who does not take pains to keep abreast of the latest insurance news, was 
badly “‘ rattled” by a company upon discovery of the fact that the magistrate’s 
certificate in an approved proof of loss was executed by a well-known fire- 
bug recently under arrest for insurance frauds. 

* * * * 

THE carelessness of agents in failing to ascertain the Christian (or Hebrew) 
names of their customers before writing the policies has often led to unpleas- 
ant discoveries in case of loss, when the innocent initial would reveal the fact 
that the assured was of the female persuasion, and the title used to conceal 
some man (so-called) trading under the feminine gender. A well-known 
Chicago adjuster once completed a proof of loss without ever ascertaining the 
front name of the assured, and even went so far as to accept the affidavit of 
the man with whom he was dealing to the effect that said man was the woman 
insured. Explanations and cigars followed in the usual course. 

* * ok * 

D. T. Devin & Co, report business as rather dull around the country, but 
are ‘‘reaching forth unto those things which are before,” and are well 
equipped to do good work for the Delaware and Reliance. John T. Sweet- 
land looks after the local business, while Geo. T. Belding has the necessary 
savoire faire to make it pleasant for agents and others who have “‘ outside” 
offerings of the right quality. 

* *K * * 

THE gentlemen who stand as sponsors for the new Toronto (Canada) 
scheme of municipal fire insurance are deserving of a prominent place among 
Mother Goose’s famous characters. In showing up the wonderful profits 
realized by the companies, they calmly subtract the losses from the premiums 
and call the remainder “* profit.” It is so nice, you know, to be an insur 
ance company, for then, you know, you have no expenses to bother you, you 
know. And the band played a well-known melody. 

* * *k * 

Ir is noted that the name of the National of Hartford does not now appear 
among the companies composing the Western Factory Association. George 
W. Blossom was formerly one of the pillars of that select combination, and 
his withdrawal is looked upon as significant. 


Notes Among Life Insurance Men. 


L. A. SPICER is still receiving ‘‘ regrets”” from the uttermost parts of the 
earth for last June’s banquet. One gentleman writes from Naples that he 
would gladly have accepted but for the difficulty of catching the last car home 
the same evening. 

* * * * 

THE local life association is taking a rest during the summer. The com- 
panies not now represented in the association are the Travelers, Equitable, 
Nederland, United States and Provident Savings. 

ok * * a 

A GENTLEMAN of large experience in the South says that shortly after the 
war life business was rather active, but that shrewd solicitors always accepted 
offers of large brokerages on first premiums and declined all renewal contracts 
with thanks. The gentlemen of the sunny South, when persuaded of their 
value as measured by life insurance, usually applied for large sums, but it is 
alleged that as a class they rarely paid a second premium. As an analyst of 
human nature the life insurance man is no slouch. 

* - * * 

Ir may interest American life agents to know that out of the large number 
of companies doing business in England, there are still four who maintain 
their time-honored custom of declining to employ agents or pay any commis- 
sion whatever for the introduction of business. These four offices issued 1409 
new policies in 1892, and they represent the negative pole of the expense 
battery to which our American giants supply a positive. 

te * * * 

AN English life office recently sued an applicant for five shillings, the 
amount paid for medical examination fee in a case where the defendant 
declined to complete the transaction. Judgment was given in favor of the 


company. 
sii * * * 


THE cancellation of a life policy is something not often thought of, but the 
fact remains that some companies still reserve the right of terminating their 
liability if the insured impairs his health by over-indulgence in intoxicants or 
In the case of some of the companies the privilege of can- 
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cellation is limited to the first five years after issue of the policy, and, speaking 
generally, it is more than likely that all such companies practically unite in 
refusing to take advantage of this technical provision so contrary to the general 
spirit of life insurance in relation to cases not involving actual fraud. 

* * * O* 

DuRING the prevailing stagnation the following announcements may be 
made with entire safety: Chas. B. Cleveland is still in Europe and expected 
home next month. Danforth M. Baker would like to be in Europe. Dean 
& Payne are willing to take a rest. Chas. H. Ferguson speaks in very high 
terms of the management of the Mutual Life of New York. Wm. A. Newell 
has seven horses and would like to sell six of them. W.D. Wyman will take 
a vacation if not obliged to remain in Chicago. Geo, L, Wrenn has a schooner 
named after him, but he don’t look a bit like a sea dog. Eichbauer, Kraus, 
Schmitt and Schilling could probably give Wrenn points in the handling of 
schooners. J. W. Janney attends divine service on Sundays if not otherwise 
engaged. Since Lillian Russell and other beauties may have to resort to the 
bicycle to keep down superfluous flesh, Ira J. Mason is seriously contemplating 
the same remedy. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 
NEW ENGLAND. 


[From Our Own CorRRESPONDENT,. ] 

The Penn Mutual Agency Association, made up of the agents and managers 
of the Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company, held its annual convention on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday last, making their headquarters at the 
Parker House. This is the oldest agency association in the country, ante- 
dating the Boston Life Underwriters Association, and is, in fact, the father 
of all the present underwriters’ associations. It isthe only agency association 
which pays its own bills and entertains the officers of the company. Meetings 
are never held in Philadelphia, where the home office is located. ‘Tuesday 
was taken up with business meetings, morning and afternoon, the business 
consisting chiefly of discussions for the good of the company, the remainder 
of the day being given up to various diversions, as individual inclination 
dictated. 

On Wednesday the party, with invited guests, left at 10.30 A. M. in a special 
car over the Providence division of the Old Colony rai!road, for Providence, 
from whence they went by steamer down the Providence river to Silver 
Springs, where they were handsomely entertained at the Union Club, enjoying 
a genuine Rhode Island clam bake, during which it was easy to detect the 
‘*novices” by the unscientific manner in which they manipulated the succu- 
lent bivalves. Returning, special electric cars were taken to Providence and 
thence to Boston by special car, arriving here about six o’clock. On this 
occasion the party were the guests of Plympton & Bunting, Boston, general 
managers of the Penn Mutual, and Barnard Brothers. Thursday was devoted 
to delightful carriage rides about Boston and suburbs, and in visiting places 
of historic and general interest. The route lay through the Back Bay Fens to 
Jamaica Pond, taking in Franklin Park, thence to Chestnut Hill, returning 
through Brookline. The drive occupied the entire forenoon, and the after- 
noon was devoted to the last business session of the convention, which, like 
its predecessors, was devoted to discussions for the good of the company and 
its business. During this session the principal speakers were Judge Henry C. 
Lippincott, who told how the company had passed successfully through the 
bad financial year, more than keeping pace with similar concerns, Henry 
Rogers, a trustee of the company, expressed pleasure at the efforts made by 
the Boston contingent to make the occasion enjoyable to all who participated 
in the convention ; and a resolution was offered by Mr. Harrison of Denver, 
Col., thanking Plympton & Bunting, and Barnard Brothers, ‘‘ for the enter- 
tainment they had afforded.” The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: President, Dr. R. Allison Miller of Pennsylvania ; vice-presi- 
dents, Colonel J. A. Goulden of New York, Colonel Frank Markoe of Mary- 
land ; secretary and treasurer, Edward Bourne of Pennsylvania, Executive 
committee, Colonel N. A. Plympton of Massachusetts, Colonel W. M. Bunting 
of Massachusetts, Captain F. A. Kendall of Ohio, G, A, Watkins of Michi- 
gan, Colonel C. S. Smith of Illinois, J. H. Harrison of Colorado, J. C. Big- 
gert of Pennsylvania, J. E. Colt of Pennsylvania. 

At six o’clock the company sat down to a bountiful banquet at Parker's, 
Darwin Barnard presiding at the tables. During the banquet a telegram was 
received and read from the Mayor of Atlantic City, N. J., stating that the 
city council had voted $1000 to entertain the association in 1895. Telegrams 
were also read from President Needles, who is in Sitka, Alaska ; also from 
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Trustees Johnson and Fields, Speeches, applicable to the occasion, followed, 
by Wm. H. Rhown, president of the Bank of the Republic of Philadelphia 
and a trustee of the Penn Mutual ; Captain Kendall of Cleveland, O.; Jesse 
A. Barker, actuary of the company ; manager of agents, Lippincott, and Dr, 
Oliver P. Rix of Philadelphia, medical director. Julian Schley of Savannah, 
Ga., read several dialect stories; Herbert E. Plympton read an issue of a 
paper called The Hornet, which was full of sharp hits on prominent members, 
Speeches were also made by the Massachusetts Insurance Commissioner, 
George S. Merrill ; Secretary Edward Bourne of Philadelphia ; C. S. Smith of 
Chicago; Colonel Markoe of Baltimore, Md.; Mr. Rogers, one of the trustees 
and by E. MacHugh, who gave a recitation. 

During his speech Secretary Bourne paid a high compliment to Colonel 
Noah A. Plympton of Plympton & Bunting, and at the close, on behalf of the 
members of the association and the trustees and officers of the company, pre- 
sented Colonel Plympton with an elegant dinner service, consisting of 125 
pieces of silver and 175 pieces of cut glass. Colonel Plympton made an elo- 
quent and touching response, 

Nearly every city of importance in the country was represented. The next 
annual convention will be held at Atlantic City. H. H. Hallowell, F. R. 
Markoe and Secretary Edward Bourne were appointed a committee on the 
convention. 

It is understood that Manager Post of the Caledonian proposes to “‘ steer 
clear” of the conflagration district of Boston, or at least to go very slow with 
regard to it. 

The Boston agency of the Caledonian has been decided upon. 
& Son have been appointed and will assume charge on August 1. 

A fire inquest law and a licensed broker’s law are being urged for Rhode 
Island by the Insurance Commissioner of that State. ALLAN ErICc. 

BosTon, MAss., July 30. 


P, E. Eddy 





MICHIGAN. 
[FRom OuR Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 

The American Credit Indemnity Company of St. Louis has established a 
Michigan agency and placed in charge W. D. Alexander, who has been 
traveling agent for the company for some time. The new office is located 
at 617 Hammond building, Detroit. 

Chas, E. Foote, formerly of Foote & Moore, managers for Michigan of the 
Fidelity Mutual Life, is now with the company as field superintendent under 
Manager Frank R. Alderman of Detroit. 

Karl Schmemann & Son, general agents for Michigan of the Milwaukee 
Mechanics, has changed the agency of that company at Ann Arbor from A. 
W. Hamilton to J. Q. A. Sessions, 

J. F. McSween, resident secretary of the North British and Mercantile, 
has changed the agency at Hillsdale from Eli B. Rogers to John R. Sutton. 
John S. Nesbitt succeeds J. W. McCausey as agent of the same company at 
Union City, Mich. 

J. Allgrove, formerly assistant superintendent of the Metropolitan of Bos- 
ton, Mass,, has been promoted to superintendent and transferred to Jackson, 
Mich., which has just been opened. Agents Stickney and Russell of the 
Detroit district have been promoted to assistants and transferred to Battle 
Creek and Kalamazoo respectively, under Superintendent Allgrove. 

The Standard Life and Accident is defendant in a suit brought by the heirs 
of the late Michael Early, for many years State agent of the Berkshire Life 
for Michigan, to recover $2000 on an accident policy held by the deceased. On 
August 29, 1893, it is charged that Mr. Early ‘* accidentally and by mistake 
swallowed an overdose of some kind of medicine, which caused him to become 
very sick and so injured his body that he became ill and so remained until his 
death.” A fine point is here raised as to whether the company is liable under 
the contract, and which it seems can only be decided by the courts. 

L. F. Margah of Detroit, general agent for the Sun insurance office, had the 
misfortune to lose his carriage-house, stable and contents by fire on the 
morning of July 5. The buildings were located at Mr. Margah’s summer 
home on Grosse Isle, and the cause of the fire was spontaneous combustion. 
The loss amounted to $900, insured for $550. 

Fred S. Brooks, formerly special agent for the Sun for Ohio and later special 
agent for the Niagara and Caledonian combination for the same territory, has 
been placed in charge of Ohio and Michigan for the Niagara and will shortly 
remove his headquarters from Columbus to Detroit. Otto Schupp of Saginaw, 
formerly special for Michigan for the Niagara and Caledonian, has gone with 
the Caledonian in the same capacity. 

E. C. Dersham of Holloway has been appointed agent of the New York 
Life Insurance Company. 

C. H. Collins of Detroit has just contracted with A. H. Babcock, manager 
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of the Phoenix Mutual Life, and will hereafter work that company in Michi- 
«an, Mr. Collins has had an extended experience in the lite insurance busi- 
ne s, having been with the National Life when S, F. Angus was State agent, 
«sing with Mr. Angus to the Imperial Life when that gentleman accepted 
the presidency of the company, and later going to Utah as manager of the 
National Life, from which place he returned a short time ago. 

iJ. C. Mead, until a short time ago State agent for Michigan of the Ameri- 
cen Employers Liability, has brought a breach of contract suit against the 
company for $10,000, It is not yet known when the American Employers 
will return to Michigan. Mr. Mead will renew expiring policies in the Guar- 
antors and Union Casualty. 

The Fidelity and Deposit Company of Baltimore has been admitted to 
Michigan. 

Fred Dodsley of Ann Arbor has taken an agency for the National Life. 

DeTROIT, MIcH., July 28. E. J. W. 





NASHVILLE. 
[From OurR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 

At 6.30 o'clock P. M., June 27, fire broke out in the rear of building No. 
237 Public square. As this is part of an omnibus block which adjoins the 
large store of the Rosenheim Co., the indications for a destructive fire were 
alarming. The fire department was so prompt and did such effectual work 
that the flames were soon subdued, with but a very small loss to the insurance 
companies. 

The first half of 1894 has passed, leaving, by far, the smallest loss ratio for 
Nashville which the companies have had in this same period for thirteen 
years. The losses in the State at large have been much smaller than for 
many years, With the Fates defending and with proper management some 
part, at least, of this record can be carried through the remaining months of 
the year for Nashville and Tennessee. 

On July 1, 1893, there were sixty-nine companies having agencies in Nash- 
ville, many of which were taking policies for the premiums offered, with but 
little regard for the character of hazard assumed. On July 1, 1894, there are 
forty-nine companies represented here, most of which are selecting business 
upon merit rather than premium, This is the profitable plan, and if adhered 
to, will make the record as good for the coming six months as it has for those 
just ended. 

Manager Tupper of the Queen Insurance Company has retained the 
services of Capt. Goddin for Kentucky and Tennessee. The Nashville agents 
have already demonstrated to the new manager of the Queen that the com- 
pany is well placed at this important place. 

A, A, Selden has been acquitted of embezzlement, the jury being out on 
the case for only a few minutes. This was the case of the Fidelity Mutual vs. 
Selden, in which Selden was convicted and sentenced, but a new trial was 
granted upon the incompetency of Judge Anderson, who is a policyholder in 
the Fidelity Mutual. 

Robert Robinson has been appointed district agent for Middle Tennessee 
of the Nederland Life Insurance Company. Mr. Robinson is a bright, 
progressive young man and will, doubtless, bring the Nederland to a good 
rank in his territory. 

The State Insurance Company of Nashville has declared a semi-annual 
dividend of three per cent. L-E-N-G-T-H Y. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., July 27. 





THE PACIFIC COAST. 
[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. | 

The strike has been so all-absorbing a topic of late that the Pacific Insur- 
ance Union has all but forgotten that it had an internecine war on its hands. 
Ever since early in last December the Union has been wrangling over the 
question of ‘* compensation to agents and the extent of the Metropolitan dis- 
trict. After seven months of tri-weekly discussions, always of a more or less 
fierce nature, the Union has appointed five committees, all of whom are cogi- 
tating and debating different teatures of the questions named. Every now 
and then a committee bobs up with an ultimatum loaded with fearful conse- 
quences, After more or less discussion the ultimatists turn out to have had 
only a pen-ultimate after all, and retire to reconsider. While all this has been 
going on there has been a truce to rate-cutting, and the accusations and 
recriminations on the subject of rebating have been comparatively few, so 
that the discussions, long drawn out, are not an unmixed evil. When they 
will end no one knows, but every one can tell how, according to his idea, 
harmony might speedily be deduced from the existant chaos of rules and reg- 
ulations interminable. 
The Sun and Guardian have for four years past been associated under the 
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When the news reached here 


Pacific coast management of William Landers. 
that the Guardian intended to withdraw by allowing its policies to run out, 


there were some Job comforters for the manager. Hardly had the news got 
round when, in place of the one company which he will gradually lose, it was 
announced that Mr. Landers was to get two others, the Lion and Imperial, 
of which he is now Pacific coast manager. The business of these two com- 
panies has not been particularly good on the coast, the loss ratio of each 
being, for 1893, considerably over the limit of profitable business, fifty per 
cent. 

Frederick G, Voss returned from his European tour a couple of weeks ago, 
and brought back with him the power to greatly increase the field of the 
Aachen and Munich in the United States, as well as to introduce into this 
State two new companies in the Frankfort Accident and Plate Glass Com- 
pany and the Fidelity and Deposit Company of Baltimore, Md. 

R. W. Sloan has just been appointed general manager for the Pacific coast 
of the London Guarantee and Accident Company, the agency for which Voss, 
Conrad & Co, relinquished. 

The separation in the East of the Caledonian and Niagara makes no change 
in this city, as the companies always have been separately represented. 

At the camp in the railroad yards of Oakland no less than eight men 
belonging to the London and Lancashire were on duty, including General 
Manager Col. William Macdonald, Assistant Manager Major D. E. Miles 
and the heads of two or three other departments. 

A. G. Coffin of the Hartford and C. F, Mullins have just gone to the 
Yosemite valley afoot. 

Edgar A. Walz, formerly Pacific coast manager of the Equitable Life, has 
started a new scheme to check hotel beats. He is the managing director of 
the National Debtor Record Company. 

Colonel A. F, Masters, United States manager of the London Guarantee and 
Accident, was strike-bound in Ogden for two weeks, and came on here in the 
first military train. 

Rudolph Herold of the Hamburg-Bremen and Niagara made an easy stage 
trip from New York, for the reason that he could not get on any faster. He 
and his wife spent three weeks on the road. 

At Thursday’s meeting of the Pacific Insurance Union the questions of com- 
pensation to agents, etc., were temporarily side-tracked to admit of the intro- 
duction of two sets of resolutions by Hugh Craig of the New Zealand. All of 
them are the immediate consequence of the strike, and are likely to be sup-~ 
ported by the Union. 

The resolutions are of much importance to policyholders who are delinquent 
on premiums. The preamble and resolutions are as follows : 


WHEREAS, There exist industrial disturbances in certain portions of the 
United States, as set forth in a proclamation by the President of the United 
States, dated at the city of Washington on the gth day of July, in the year of 
our Lord 1894, and of the independence of the United States the 118th, and 
whereas, during the past year there has been much difficulty in the collection 
of premiums and much abuse of the credit system for fire insurance premiums 
on the Pacific coast, 

Resolved, That from and after this date, all premiums shall be payable in 
cash or in a note bearing seven per cent interest for the time accommodation 
which may be agreed upon ; and further 

Resolved, That the members of the Pacific Insurance Union hereby bind 
themselves, their employees, agents and managers, that policies shall not be 
delivered to the assured, nor shall fire insurance cover be furnished except in 
return for the cash or promise to pay in writing, bearing interest at the rate of 
seven per cent. 

The preamble to the other resolutions recites the proclamation issued by 
President Cleveland on July 9, and then follows the resolution ; 


Resolved, That from and after this date, there shall be placed on all policies 
issued by members of the Pacific Insurance Union within the territory under 
the jurisdiction of said union, the three-fourths loss clause, as below quoted : 
‘Tt is understood and agreed to be a condition of this insurance that, in the 
event of loss under this policy, this company shall not be liable for an amount 
greater than three-fourths of such loss (not exceeding the sum hereby insured), 
and, in the event of additional insurance permitted thereon, then this com- 
pany shall not be liable for an amount greater than its proportion of three- 
fourths of such loss; in both events the other one-fourth to be borne by the 
assured,” 

All these resolutions were passed to print, and will come up for final 
adoption next week. A. H. B, 


Sin Francisco, CAL., July 23. 


MINNESOTA. 
[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. | 
Harry W. Clarke, for several years manager of the St. Paul Underwriters 
Inspection Bureau, has resigned the position and the commission has reluc- 
tantly accepted the resignation. Mr. Clarke has made an efficient manager, 
and his leaving is regretted by the loca] insurance men, as well as the com- 
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mission. He has accepted the special agency for Minnesota and Wisconsin of 
the Fire Association of Philadelphia and will make his headquarters and home 
at Winona, Minn., where he lived before going to St, Paul. His successor in 
St. Paul is George Stevens, who has been Manager Clarke’s right-hand man, 
and is recognized in all quarters as the right man for the place, 

Minneapolis has been indulging in another spasm of bad fires, centering 
about the burning of the great Central market building. That fire has caused 
much comment as to the dangerous construction so common in such buildings. 
There was not the slightest pretensions at making the building fireproof, or 
anything near it. There have been several serious fires beside the market, 
and the record for the first twenty days of July is said to have been unprece- 
dented in the history of the city. Chief Runge attributes this to the extremely 
dry spell and not to an epidemic of incendiarism. The St. Paul firemen have 
also been kept on the jump, but in most cases the losses were small. 

The Minnesota Association of Life Underwriters enjoyed a happy evening 
together at the Minneapolis Commercial Club rooms recently, The handsome 
Calef cup, won by C. W. Van Tuyl of Minneapolis in the National Associa- 
tion’s competitive essay contest, was on exhibition and on duty, There were 
speeches by leading citizens and insurance men, On the same evening a 
banquet was tendered the Metropolitan Life Insurance men by Superintend- 
ent H. W. Le Sage Ten Broeck. There were about forty and the programme 
included speeches, recitations and music. 

The resident secretaryship of the North British in Minneapolis has been 
abandoned, and the business will be looked after from the Chicago office. 
T. R. Daniel, who has held the position for several years, will serve the com- 
pany as special agent. 

The semi-annual report of the Minneapolis fire department for the first half 














of 1894 makes a better showing than will that for the second half. The 
figures are as follows: 
MontTus No. Value Loss | Insurance 
oe Alarms. seit oS ; 
Ce a 71 $2,338,930 $112,319.89 $1,396,525 
yo , Sees 57 1,124,600 15,655.66 694,725 
Ps inst cdedeesdinwwos 61 1,180,300 14,580, 14 1,471,950 
SRG bo ivecrtixeawwaees 50 316,400 11,753-07 163.593 
MEME Naik es per enwsnesiisiers 44 1,650,650 4,289 04 980,000 
adie ces wd-escetes 87 1,235,178 65,057.94 581,080 
TDs cove oaiisece.aierdomers 370 $8,516,058 $223,655.74 $5,854,873 











The complicated litigation growing out of the collapse of the Star elevator 
in Minneapolis several years ago and affecting a large number of insurance 
companies, came up in the District Court again this month. The case was 
thrown out of court on the ground that the complaint did not state sufficient 
cause for action. The plaintiff was allowed forty days to amend the com- 
plaint.. 

The Equitable Mutual Life Insurance Company of Minneapolis has been 
licensed to do business in Minnesota. This is a mutual life, endowment and 
casualty company. The officers are: J. D. Buxton, president; J. S. Master- 
son, vice-president; Almon L. Straight, second vice-president ; John T. 
Getty, secretary ; W. V. Austin, treasurer ; N. J. Russell, general manager, 
and Edward E, Austin, G. H. Cravens and Fred A. Bourne, 

The Globe Fire Insurance Company of New York and the Profit-Sharing 
Masonic Accident Association of Minneapolis have been licensed by the 
Minnesota Commissioner. 

H. D. Pearson, O. H. Clarke and G. G. Dickerman have formed a part- 
nership at Duluth, have bought the insurance agency and business of H. M. 
Myers and consolidated it with that of Harry D. Pearson. The new firm is 
Pearson, Clarke & Dickerman. 

The Fidelity and Casualty Company of New York has been sued by the 
insolvent Anoka Lumber Company to recover $2260 on a policy. This was 
the amount of a judgment secured by a workman who was injured, which the 
lumber company claims the Casualty is liable for under its policy. 

H. G. C. Schmidt of Winona, Minn., has placed his insurance business in 
the hands of Bolcum & Bauman, but has not sold out to them as reported. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., July 30. ws we Bs 











—The Michigan Commercial Travelers Mutual Accident Association is a 
new one. The trustees are D. Emmett Welsh, F. M. McDonald, A. A. 
Schute, C. S. Robinson, Wallace Franklin, W.C. Dewey. The officers are : 
Warren C. Dewey, president; John W. Champlin, counsel ; D. Emmett 
Welsh, surgeon, and Fred P. Brand, secretary and treasurer. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


The Conflagration Clause of Lloyds. 
[To THE EDITOR oF THE SPECTATOR. ] 

We have before us your ‘* Book of Lloyds,” and write for information as to 
the construction to be placed upon the clause in one of the policies quoted by 
you limiting their liability. The part of the clause is as follows: ‘‘And the 
total liability of each underwriter on all policies now or hereafter in force, 
after the application of the total unexpended premiums, shall not exceed 
$15,000 ; the original subscription of $5000 each being therein included.” In 
your tabulated statement of information concerning Lloyds and reciprocal 
underwriters, in the front part of the book, under the following caption, ‘‘ Limit 


. of liability of each on a conflagration” you place $15,000. We do not see how 


they can restrict the limit of the liability to a conflagration where there is no 
reference made in the clause itself to the number of fires involved. Our 
understanding of the word ‘‘ conflagration ” is a succession of fires from one 
source, but as the clause refers to a total liability on all policies now or here- 
after in force, it would appear to us that just as soon as each underwriter was 
involved to the extent of $15,000 on one or more fires, occurring at different 
times, they could refuse to pay except proportionately. If we are wrong in 
this construction we will be glad to have the Lloyds set us right. 
Respectfully, THE CUDAHY PACKING COMPANY. 
SouTH OMAHA, NEB., July 23. 











CASUALTY INSURANCE. 


—The Bankers Accident of Des Moines has been admitted to Minnesota. 

—Warsaw, Ind., is trying to hatch out a new mutual accident association, 

— Michigan has issued a license to the National Surety Company of Kansas 
City, Mo. 

—George B. Randlette has been appointed receiver of the Home Casualty 
of Richmond, Me. 

—The Northwestern Live Stock Insurance Company of Des Moines, Ia., 
is going out of business. 

—C. J. Perry has succeeded Wm. H. Jones as secretary of the Masonic 
Equitable Accident Association of Boston, Mass. 

—The Manufacturers Accident Insurance Company of Toronto, Ont., paid 
in May last forty-seven accident claims, amounting to $1724. 

—The Ohio Insurance Department, after a personal investigation of the 
affairs of the National Accident Society of New York, has issued a license 
to it. 

—E. B. Russell advises us that he has resigned the secretaryship of the 
Indiana Traveling Mens Accident Association of South Bend, Ind., and is 
succeeded by J. E. Neff. 


—The firm of Godwin & Watson, general agents of the Preferred Accident 
in New Orleans, having been dissolved, the company has made two separate 
agencies in that city. —Thomas Godwin has one and Frank Watson the other. 


—The Fidelity and Casualty of New York continues to make rapid prog- 
ress in its personal accident branch. The new applications received in one 
day recently amounted to $1,765,400. This is exclusive of railroad and instal- 
ment business. 


—The Frankfort Accident and Plate Glass Insurance Company, which is to 
operate in the United States under the management of Voss, Conrad & Co., 
was organized in 1865, has a capital stock of $1,250,000, assets of $1,800,000, 
and an annual income of about $820,000. J. Gerson is president and Heine- 
mann & Dumcke the managing directors. 


—David W. Hart of Reading, Pa., is suing the Fidelity and Casualty for 
$25,000, the Pacific Mutual for $20,000, and the Employers Liability for 
$25,000 for the loss of his left leg in Chicago last year by accident on a street 
railway. The companies refuse payment on the ground that the injury was 
intentional, and the large amount of insurance invulved would seem to justify 
their resistance. 


—The Inter State Casualty Company of New York has reduced the prem- 
ium on its ‘‘non-wrecking combination accident policy” from $6 to $5 per 
thousand. It is written in amounts from $1000 to $10,000, and the policy 
grants, in addition to the usual benefits, indemnity for partial disablement as 
well as total, and is entitled, if kept in force for five years, to dividends under 
the tontine bonus fund. 


—Edward Clifford, the manager and secretary of the Law Accident and 
Contingency Insurance Society, has hit upon a happy idea in ‘‘ The Commer- 
cial Travelers’ Blue Book.” This little publication contains a certificate 
guaranteeing the payment of £100 to the legal personal representative of any 
person killed by an accident occurring to the railway train by which he may 
be traveling as an ordinary passenger within the limits of the United King- 
dom, on condition (1) that at the time of the accident he had upon his person 
the ** Blue Book,” containing the certificate ; (2) that prior to the accident he 
had affixed his usual signature to the certificate in the presence of a witness ; 
(3) that notice of the accident be given to the society within seven days of its 
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occurrence ; and (4) that death result within three months of the accident. 
As the ‘‘ Blue Book” contains a mass of information indispensable to com- 
mercial travelers, and as it is issued at the small price of one penny, it will be 
urprising if practically the whole of this numerous class do not avail them- 
selves of the offer of what really amounts to free insurance for £100.—/nsur- 
ance Observer, London. 

—The Imperial Live Stock Insurance Association of England seems to be 
making a success of its specialty. In 1893 it issued and renewed 4724 policies 
for the sum of £255,171, with an annual premium of £18,351. The losses 
numbered 762 for £9760, or fifty-three per cent of the premiums. The associa- 
tion was organized in 1879, and since that time has received £ 125,928 in prem- 
iums, and has paid over £80,000 in claims. It possesses a subscribed capital 
of £20,000, of which £10,000 has been paid in, funds of £17,014, and paid a 
dividend on the 1893 showing of seven per cent. The secret of its success 
would be interesting information to several gentlemen in the United States. 

—Following is a summary of the returns for 1893 of eighteen German acci- 
dent insurance companies : 

















CE I I i 6. 65.06 ec oeeeesesekense omvensincesiueee $6,726,050 
EE POOLE LEE Ee EE ee ee ee 557,503 
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—The following is a complete list of the claims made on accident insurance 
companies by Alexander T, Ward of little toe fame: The Accident Insurance 
Company of North America, Montreal, Can.; sprained ankle, December, 1888, 
$85. National Accident Society, New York; shot off little toe of right foot, 
January 6, 1891, $150, Traders and Travelers Accident Company, New York; 
shot off little toe of right foot, January 6, 1891, $103.57. National Accident 
Society, New York, August'13 1891, $42. Massachusetts Mutual Accident 
Association, Boston, Mass.; shot off little toe of left foot, October 29, 18gr, 
$183.93. United States Mutual Accident Association, New York; cut off 
little toe of left foot, February 24, 1892, $121.43. Manufacturers Accident 
Industrial Company, Geneva, N. Y.; cut off little toe of left foot, February 
25, 1892, $103.57; Masons Fraternal Accident Association, Westfield, Mass. ; 
cut off little toe of left foot, January 25, 1892, $121.42. New England 
Mutual Accident Association, Boston, Mass.; sprained left ankle and foot, 
August 17, 1892, $100. tna Life and Accident Insurance Company, Hart- 
ford, Conn.; shot off little toe of left foot, October 20, 1892, $157.14. The 
Preferred Accident Insurance Company, New York; fell down stairs, Janu- 
ary, 1893. $85.71. Provident Fund Society, New York; fractured ankle, 
July 21, 1893, $100. Commercial Travelers Mutual Accident Association, 
Utica, N. Y.; shot off little toe of left foot, November 14, 1893, $100. Trav- 
elers Insurance Company, Hartford, Conn.; cut off little toe of left foot, Jan- 
uary 31, 1894, $75. Commercial Mutual Accident Company, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; cut off little toe of left foot, January 31, 1894, $100. Preferred Masonic 
Mutual Accident Association, Detroit, Mich.; injured back, April 30, 1894, 
$50. Merchants and Travelers Accident Insurance Company, Syracuse, 
N. Y.; cut off little toe of left foot, June 9, 1894; Ward arrested. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Electric Fires. 
THE fourth report of the committee on fires of the Underwriters International 
Electric Association has been issued. The fires reported upon up to date 
number 365. The following is an extract from the report : 





Reports are received of several large losses popularly supposed to be due to 
electricity, but in which any direct evidence is lacking. One large loss 
reported in several newspapers as due to electricity is stated not to be due to 
that cause. 

Accounts are received of the burning of several electrical generating stations 
from various causes other than electricity. 

Several cases are reported where overhead wires seriously interfered with 
the work of firemen. 

In connection with fires (167), (168), (169), (170), and the explanatory note 
given in the last report, in which it was stated that experiment seemed to 
show that the breaking of an incandescent electric lamp does not create a fire 
hazard to surrounding inflammable material or even to volatile gases unless 
accompanied by an excess voltage sufficient to hold an arc across the ter- 
minals of the leading-in wires after the filament had disappeared, the follow- 
ing account of some experiments in this direction is interesting: ‘‘ A series of 
experiments were performed in order to prove that the breaking of incandes- 
cent lamps did not create a fire hazard, It appeared that the test made was 
to place an incandescent lamp upon the ground and cover it with powder, 
when the lamp would be broken and the powder would not be ignited. In 
order to diversify the experiment, in an unfortunate moment the lamp was 
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dropped into a pipe of powder, top downward, the globe shattered and evi- 
dently the leading-in wires crossed with each other, which drew out an arc 
that ignited the powder and shattered every window in the station. When 
the mass of the filament and the fact that the globe in breaking is shattered 
into minute pieces that rush inward by reason of the vacuum is considered, 
the authenticity of the results of the experiments is not to be doubted.” 

Actions are reported as follows : 

By the New York Board of Fire Underwriters: The adoption of special 
rules in reference to electric heating and cooking apparatus, glue pots, etc. 

By various municipal authorities: Investigation of the destructive effects of 
electrical currents on subterranean metal pipes. 

The next report of this committee will be made about October 10, 1894. 
Full reports of all fires caused by electricity are requested for publication by 
October 6. Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM H. MERRILL, JR., Committee on Fires. 
The Chicago Underwriters Association, 157 La Salle street. 





In the ‘*‘ Book of Lloyds.”’ 


OnE of the most interesting publications received at this office for a long time 
past is the ‘* Book of Lloyds,” recently issued by The Spectator Company of 
New York. So great has been the demand for the work that a new edition 
containing information of fifty Lloyds will be issued about August 1. In this 
work are given the subscribers of the Lumbermens Lloyds of Eau Claire, 
Wis., which was organized some time ago with J. T. Barber as president for 
inter-insurance purposes only. They are as follows: Chippewa Lumber and 
Boom Company, Chippewa Falls, Wis.; Chippewa Logging Company, Chip- 
pewa Falls; Laird Norton Company, Winona, Minn.; C. Lamb & Sons, Clinton, 
Ia.; Montreal River Lumber Company, Gile, Wis.; Northwestern Lumber 
Company, Eau Claire, Wis.; North Wisconsin Lumber Company, Hayward, 
Wis.; Pine Tree Lumber Company, Little Falls, Minn.; Rust-Orven Lumber 
Company, Eau Claire, Wis.; C. A. Smith Lumber Company, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Winona Lumber Company, Winona, Minn.; Sawyer & Austin Lum- 
ber Company, La Crosse, Wis,; Rock Island Lumber and Manufacturing 
Company, Rock Island, Ill.; C. N. Nelson Lumber Company, Cloquet, 
Minn.; Cloquet Lumber Company, Cloquet; Shell Lake Lumber Company, 
Shell Lake, Wis.; White River Lumber Company, Mason, Wis. When first 
formed it was expected that fully fifty would subscribe to the articles of the 
Lumbermens Lloyds. The ‘* Book of Lloyds,” handsomely bound, sells for 
$1 per copy.— Zhe Inter- Ocean, Chicago. 





The Millers and Manufacturers Insurance Company. 


THE semi-annual statement of the Millers and Manufacturers Insurance Com- 
pany of Minneapolis, Minn., shows an increase of assets from January 1, 
1894, of $615,829, to $625,817 as of July t. The total liabilities as of July 1 
were $184,592, leaving a surplus over all liabilities of $441,224, as compared 
with $437,703 held at the beginning of the year. Accompanying the state- 
ment is a certifica'e of C. H. Smith, Insurance Commissioner of Minnesota, 
dated July 17, 1894, certifying that he has made an examination of the condi- 
tion of the company for the purpose of verifying its semi-annual statement, 
dated July 2, 1894, and stating that the statement of the company referred to 
is true and correct. Commissioner Smith further comments upon the fact 
that the company has done a fine business during the past year, and now 
shows a cash surplus in excess of any previous statement. 





The Colorado Report. 


Tue twelfth annual report of the Insurance Department of Colorado has 
been issued. The ° uperintendent says that $3,750,000 of fire insurance capi- 
tal withdrew from the State in 1893. Premium receipts were $1,495,885 and 
losses $871,562, or fifty-eight per cent, the highest for any year since the 
organization of the Department. The business of the life insurance compa- 
nies decreased both in the amount of new business written and in the premium 
receipts. The Great Western lie and accident associations are still thorns in 
the Superintendent’s side, as are also the endowment erders, ‘* Death to the 
Lloyds,” he cries, and promises to continue the fight against them. He wants 
a deposit law enacted, for all companies if possible, for companies of other 
countries, any way. He recommends that life companies report only the 
commuted value of their instalment policies, and makes some silly remarks 
about the bigness of lite companies. He concludes his ‘‘ editorial” with a 
recommendation to codify the insurance laws, making the following sugges- 
tions : 


First.—It should recommend bestowing the power on the Insurance Depart- 
ment to go outside the State and examine insurance companies chartered in 
other States, paying the expenses of such examination out of the funds of our 
Insurance Department. Now we have no such power, and are tied hand and 
foot if a company’s credit becomes tainted with suspicion. 

Second.—It should recommend the imposition of a tax of one per cent on 
the gross premiums received by companies instead of a tax of two per cent on 
the net premiums as now prevails under our present laws. 

Third.—It should incorporate among its recommendations a proviso that 
fire insurance agents should be allowed to place insurance in companies not 
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authorized to do business in this State in cases where the risk is so large that 
it cannot be placed among the companies legally authorized in this State, This 
case often occurs, as in the placing of a risk on one of Denver’s immense dry 
goods stores. The withdrawal of so many fire insurance companies from the 
State renders it impossible for the remaining companies to handle all the rein- 
surance of said risk. : 

Fourth.—Give the Insurance Department the power and authority to inves- 
rag and conduct under its supervision the examination into the causes of 

res. 

Fifth.—Incorporate a provision defining clearly and plainly the government 
and control of elevators, with a view to preventing the numerous accidents 
occurring therein. At present there is absolutely no provision in our insur- 
ance laws concerning elevators or their methods of working. 

Sixth.—A prohibition should be made forbidding one person from occupy- 
ing in an insurance company organized under the laws of our State more than 
one office, 

Seventh. —A provision should be made which would distinctly and clearly 
prohibit any domestic insurance company or any foreign insurance company 
from transacting business in this State which holds as part of its assets the 
stock of another insurance company. This is important to policyholders, and, 
moreover, it is wise and statesmanlike policy. 

Eighth.—A provision should be entered which would check and control, as 
far as would be right and just, the tendency to insert in life insurance policies 
conditions on which payment of benefits can be contested by the insurance 
companies. Too much contesting of payment of benefits and indemnity is 
indulged in by certain companies, and it should call forth a rebuke by the 
law-making power. 





An Agency Application. 
THE following is a literal copy of a letter recently received by a prominent 
insurance company of New York city. The writer ought to be able to make 
his way as soon as he can combine a little experience with his ‘‘ edecation:” 


Mr. Fidelity & Casuality Company 

dear Sir. Iam working At me uncle chalks now. the Other dayi was 
arrummaging round in his truck & found Your advertisement in an Old mazi- 
zene Being desirous of making My mark in the world as the poet says I made 
up my mInd to write to you. I dont know asi no what life insurance are but 
I have heard of people who have seen some I would Like two work for you 
i think I could make buisness pay you well. i will start to work for $18. per 
month and my expenses and clothes & if We can agree I shall want $35. I 
shall require you to give bonds to the amount of $645. to insure wages. i hope 
you wont take afenc at this for this is required by all buisness meni am fifteen 
year olds anD have a good common School educanshun & natcherly bright 
Kin lick any boy of my age that dares to brace up. I have determined to 
quit workin on the farm. 

It does not pay for a feller to work for $10. a month When he can make 
his edecation bring him from $18. to $40. per month. 

How is crops Doin out there to new York this spring, things Are pickin up 
quite fresh and green here this spring. 

uncle Calk has got his would up for summer 

hoping that you will be pleased to take up with my offer I remain 

yours In waiting 
address is mr. —— —— 
care of — — — Mich 

P. S. our folks are all Well! H. 0. S. 

s. i hante no money pleasse give me my first month wages in advance h os 





P. S. write As soon As possible h, o. s. 

. S be Sure & send to the care of my uncle Chalk Box 83 H. 0. S 
S hante got no hay Seed planted yit thisspring? H.o. S. 
. s. find Postage stamp for reply in side letter h. O. s, 





/ Insurance Commissioners Convention. 
SUPERINTENDENT JAMES F, PIERCE of New York has sent out the following 
circular . 

To the Insurance Cammissioners of the United States : 

The twenty-fifth annual convention of the Insurance Commissioners of the 
United States will be held at Alexandria Bay, N. Y., on the 5th of Septem- 
ber, 1894. 

The oaloes of the convention will be held at the Thousand Island House, 
Alexandria Bay. Accommodations will be furnished by the hotel on the 
American plan, at from $3 per diem upwards. 

It will be particularly gratifying to me to have a large attendance at this 
convention and I trust that every State having a supervising insurance official 


will be represented. ; JAMEs F, PIERCE, 
President National Insurance Commissioners Association. 


It is to be hoped that this convention will accomplish something, as ic has 
been several years since anything of any importance has been evolved from 
the deliberations of the commissioners, 





The Royal’s Annual Meeting. 
THE annual meeting of the stockholders of the Royal Insurance Company 
was held at Liverpool on June 29. Chairman Maxwell’s address was, in part, 
as follows : 


Gentlemen, it becomes my duty to move the adoption of the accounts, but 
before doing so I would like to allude to that paragraph of the report referring 
to the death of our late manager, Mr. McLaren. I am sure those of you who 
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have been accustomed to attend our annual meetings must miss his familiar 
figure, and will participate in the feelings of regret the directors have expressed 
at his loss. While in life he ever assiduously watched over the interests of 
the company, and the services he rendered to it had much to do in placing the 
Royal in the high position to which it has attained. Now as regards the 
accounts—dealing first with the fire branch—it will be noticed that there has 
been some increase in the premium receipts, though the amount is not import- 
ant. But this I consider is not of much moment, as looking at the magnitude 
of our present income, I think profitab!e results are more to be aimed at than 
further extensions of premium. As to our losses, the unfavorable experience 
of 1892 has been intensified during 1893, though the past year does not include 
any great conflagration like that of St. Johns, Newfoundland, in 1892. The 
heavy aggregate has deen due to the enormously increased number of fires 
which have taken place in almost every quarter of the world. Indeed, it is 
difficult to point to any country where during 1893 fires were not greatly in 
excess of the average. Insurance companies generally have consequently 
suffered severely, and we are still no more able to offer any satisfactory expla- 
nation of this abnormal state of affairs than when the matter was referred to 
last year. But the recent unfavorable results of fire insurance have had the 
wholesome effect of facilitating concerted action in the revision of rates for 
certain risks, and bringing about other reforms which we hope in the future 
will improve the business. Anything tending to this desirable end will at all 
times have our hearty support and co operation. In reviewing the past 
experience of this company, I stated at our last meeting that between 1872 
and 1892 we had not a losing year to report, and now, looking further back 
to find two bad years in succession, as in 1892 and 1893, we have to revert to 
the years 1864-65-66, or nearly thirty years ago. From this it would appear 
that unfavorable results come in cycles, though in our case at long intervals. 
Hence we hope that our recent unsatisfactory experience will not be continued, 
and I am pleased to be able to say that, so far, the present year shows con- 
siderable improvement over 1893 as regards our losses. 


Premium receipts for the year (fire) were £ 2,078,192, with losses (net) of 
41,444,300. The market value of securities (aside from increased value of 
buildings) was £560,000 in excess of book valuation, an increase of £47,000 
as compared with the previous year. Regarding Mr. Beavan’s appointment 
Mr. Maxwell said : 


I may also mention that subsequently Mr. Jeffrey Beavan was appointed 
sub-manager. We feel confident he will prove a satisfactory acquisition to 
our staff. It may interest you to know that he commenced his insurance edu- 
cation in the office of the Royal, has since been in the service of other com- 
panies, and lastly was manager in New York for several years of an important 
English company. So that he is well acquainted with United States business, 
in which we are so largely concerned. 





Towns Destroyed by Forest Fires. 

HALF a dozen or more of the northern counties of Wisconsin are being 
devastated by forest fires, which are reported to be the worst ever experienced 
in that State. Four towns, viz.; Phillips, Mason, Prentice and Shore's 
Crossing have been practically destroyed, and between fifteen and twenty-five 
lives were lost at Phillips. It is impossible to estimate closely the property 
loss, but the total loss at Phillips is placed at $1,250,000,of which $500,000 to 
$600,000 falls on the John R. Davis Lumber Company. Only a few days ago 
the insurance companies paid a large sum to the Davis Company in settle- 
ment for a recent loss, The Fayette-Shaw Tannery Company’s loss was 
about $200,000, At Mason the White River Lumber Company’s plant, among 
others, has been destroyed. This property was equipped with automatic 
sprinklers of an old design, and had recently been offered for insurance to 
the Western Factory Insurance Association, but refused. The company 
carried over $300,000 of insurance; loss total. The total loss at Mason is 
placed at $700,000. Reports state that only thirty-eight out of about 800 
buildings at Phillips escaped destruction, leaving nearly 6000 people home- 
less. This condition of affairs is existing at several other points also, though 
on a smaller scale. The authorities of Ashland were debarred from sending 
engines and assistance to the outlying towns by the burning of the bridges on 
all the railroads leading in their direction. A freight train went through a 
burning bridge, but the trainmen escaped. The smoke from the burning 
woods can be seen from Ashland, but the city is believed to be in no danger. 
Extra precautions are being taken, however. At Phillips the Davis lumber 
loss of $500,000 is reported te be fully covered by insurance, while the insur- 
ance carried on other burned property there will aggregate fully $200,000. 





Electric Machinery Guarantee Corporation. 
APPLICATIONS are now being received for shares of the capital stock of the 
Electric Machinery Guarantee Corporation, chartered under the laws of the 
State of New York,to grant insurance upon steam boilers and upon pipes, 
engines and machinery connected therewith or operated thereby, and also 
electric dynamos, motors, pipes, wires, fittings and appliances against explo- 
sion and accident and against loss or damage to life or property resulting 
therefrom, and to make inspection of and to issue certificates of inspection 
upon such boilers, pipes, engines, machinery, electric dynamos, motors, wires, 
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fittings and appliances. The eapital stock is to be $2c0,000 in shares of $100 
to be issued at a premium of ten per cent, the premium to be used for oper- 
ating expenses. It is estimated that there are at least 160,000 electrical 
plants in the country, and on a conservative basis it is estimated that twenty 
er cent of that number will insure, and a further estimate is that losses wil] 
not exceed fifty per cent of the premiums. An agency contract will be entered 
into with the Electrical Agency Company for twenty-five per cent of the pre- 
nium income, said company to establish and maintain sub-agencies through- 
out the country. The corporation has powers to transact a general insurance 
business, but will confine its operations for the present at least to the lines 
indicated by its title. Applications for the stock should be sent to the 
Knickerbocker Trust Company, New York city. The following are the 
temporary officers: Charles Gray, actuary; Benedict S. Wise, counsel ; 
Robert S. Asche, electrical manager ; Bloomer Bros. & Co., general electrical 
agents, and William M. Robbins, 39 Cortlandt street, secretary. 





A Schedule for Kentucky and Tennessee. 


LAst week Local Board Commission No. 1 and the rating committee of the 
Kentucky and Tennessee Underwriters Association met at Cincinnati and 
adopted a schedule by which the towns of the States of Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee are to be rated. The association was authorized to employ three addi- 
tional men to apply the schedule, which will be done immediately. Following 
is the schedule for towns of the first class : 


NS icc ct dncdhiseaatecie atdaman is cht aaese msi atin ss wan sa 66 $0.75 
1. Ground floor area in excess of 5000 square feet (50 x 100) tor each 
1000 feet, or fraction thereof, add.........ceeseeecccececseeces $0.05 
2. For each story above four, B0d....ccccccsccccsgeeecnsccccsevers 05 
9. FOP GMT WEIE, GPO... 55. ccciceeesesccssccessesssesesesseveueees .05 
4. FOF CISVRIOES, GPO ..0.0.6.5.0ccccccccidetsoicccccavcdvcsessoesesees 05 
&. FOF WAS, ROt MARGAN .....cccsscesgecccccscossseescsseeres $0.10 to .25 
6. FOP COFMICE, WOOGER......ccceccscsccccccccccccccesceeseseccese 05 
F.C Se ncn veidnsunsnkashinieeteessereessnsngeios ; oo 
8. For Dormer windows, cupolas or skylights, wooden frame and 
thin glass... .cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccecccessssccescees 05 
G. For MameetG TOON. «6:60.06s0n6ee<cvc0ses RE ee heer ee $0.10 to .25 
10. For untidiness as to rubbish, ashes, etc., especially in attics, cel- 
rrr ee rr ree $0.10 to .25 
11. Stove pipes not safely arranged..............cccsecscccccercevece aa 
12. For absence of good brick flues built from ground.............. 50 
13. Division wall having opening protected by standard doors on both 
sides of wall—floors disconnected, add...... .......ee00--+-- IO 
14. For outside fire wall, when exposed, with openings protected b 
standard fireproof shutters (or doors), rate as if solid fire wall 
NE WN Wr 6055 60:5 £0946.44004n 654505488 dwar RENTERS NOOSE ETe IO 
ee er er eee ee eT ae 
Unoccupied building rate... ........-scccseccccescecseseveersssssescecece 
The basis rates for the four classes of towns are as follows: 
IN iiiiip cancun veesssaxccsasereleeds riers anges eyaresdbiss $0.75 
Secomd-Class BOWS... o5.cccscccccscvcecevsssercesess id edgier ee Woe wae 85 
I io in ccndkecieteedasesetee nine wes eT sew avtnener eens ss 1.10 
PEE TID sag os. 0:06 0:05:6 65464046000 cenesanercesesdeerseetesesccus 1.40 


The deficiency charges increase in number in the lower grades. 





The Sun Mutual of New Orleans. 

ONE of the most enterprising and prosperous tire insurance companies of the 
South is the Sun Mutual Insurance Company of New Orleans. For a num- 
ber of years its income has exceeded half a million annually, and its responsi- 
bility is unquestioned. Its affairs had long been guided by the mater-hand of 
Leonard M. Finley, when death came suddenly and removed his hand from 
the helm. Mr. Finley was most properly succeeded in office by the former 
secretary, Charles Janvier, who had held that office for three years, and in his 
long connection with the company was thoroughly acquainted with the meth- 
ods of the former presidents, Messrs. Day and Finley, to say nothing of his 
own tact and practical knowledge of underwriting. Mr. Janvier has the 
ability necessary to keep well up in the front of the procession, and may be 
relied upon to do it. Last year the Sun Mutual received $477,000 in prem- 
iums, and required less than half of that sum for losses. Its total expendi- 
tures, including about $50,000 for dividends, fell $94,000 short of the income. 
On January 1, 1894, the assets of the company amounted to nearly $1,000,000, 
and its net surplus (over $500,000 capital and all other liabilities) was $180,- 
272. May its prosperity long continue. 





Expectations of Life in Australia. 


OFFICIAL statistics show that in New South Wales the expectation of life is 
greater for males for every year up to 84 than under the leading English life 
tables. At birth (age 0 of the table), the difference in the expectation is 81¢ 
years, at 5 years of age, 4.03, at 10 years it is 3.29 years, at 30, 2.2 years, and 
at 60 years, 0.46. For females up to 64 years much the same results are 
shown, Thus, at age o the New South Wales expectation exceeds the English 
by 8.28 years, at 5 years by 4.34, at lo years by 3 63, at 30 years the differ- 
ence is 2 years, at 60 it iso.27 years. At ages above 64 the expectation for 
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females is higher, according to the English table, than in that of New South 
Wales. It must not be supposed, however, that this means that the superior- 
ity of the ages below 84 for males and 64 for females is lost after those years 
are attained. Such is not the case. It is true that there are more deaths 
compared with the population at ages above those quoted in New South 
Wales than in England, but it is also true that a larger proportion is then 
surviving in New South Wales than in England. Thus, out of 100,000 males 
born in New South Wales, 5920 will survive until] 84, whereas in England 
the number is only 3813. Similarly at age go the survivors in New South 
Wales would be 1156, whereas in England they would number 802 only. The 
figures in regard to females show much the same proportions. Out of 
100,000 females born in New South Wales 48,725 would survive till 64, 
against 37,049 in England ; 37,570 would live till 70 years of age, against 
27,723 in England , at 80 the numbers were 13,657 and 10,894, and at go 
1630 and 1423.—Jlnsurance Record, London. 





Two lowa Towns Scourged. 
HARDLY had the news of the heavy losses in Wisconsin been received, when 
dispatches announced the destruction of the business portions of the towns of 
Belle Plaine and Brooklyn, Ia, The loss at the first-named place will reach 
$500,000, with insurance of $200,000, and at Brooklyn the loss is between 
$150,000 and $200,000, about half insured. 








MERE MENTION. 


Life Insurance Notes. 


—Taunton, Mass., is to have a new life association. 

—The American Union Life has been licensed in New Jersey. 

—‘‘I cannot do without your valuable paper.”—Zarris Cain, Seattle, 

Wash, 

—Dr. Buchanan Burr is the senior medical examiner in the office of the 
American Union Life. 

—The Manufacturers Life wrote a million and a half of new business in 
the first six months of 1894. 

—James F. Foley of Paterson, N. J., a collector for the Metropolitan Life, 
was killed by a runaway team. 

—A charter has been granted to the Life Mutual Association of Chicago to 
transact assessment life insurance business. 

—C. F. Troupe, special agent of the Mutual Life, has placed $100,000 on 
the hfe of Peyton L. Terry of Roanoke, Va. 

—It is said that Topeka, Kan., has over twenty lady life insurance agents ; 
six of them solicit forthe Kansas Mutual Life. 

—John D. Crimmins of New York and Joseph H. Millard of Omaha are 
new trustees of the Northwestern Mutual Life. 

—The Covenant Mutual Benefit Association has appointed W. R. Carlile 
to look after its interests in New York and vicinity. 

—The Prudential Insurance Company has notified its agents that it will 
issue return premium policies in the ordinary branch. 

—R. L. McCabe is general agent for Illinois of the Mercantile Benefit 
Association of New York, recently admitted to that State, 

—Hereafter all medical examinations for the New York Life in the Metro- 
politan district will be placed in the hands of Dr. T, W. Bickerton, 

—A new office building will be erected by the Real Estate Title Insurance 
and Trust Company of Philadelphia at Nos, 523 and 525 Chestnut street. 

—An outing was given the staff of superintendents—C. A. Weidenfeller, C. 
P. Williams and G. H. Matthews—of the Metropolitan Life on Saturday last. 

—As we go to press the American Union Life is considering the name of 
a prominent officer of a large life company to fill the second vice-presidency 
of that company. 

—‘‘I find The Compendium of Official Life Insurance Reports invaluable, 
and would be pleased to see it in the hands of every agent.”—7. D. Spring, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

—Nuinber 34,008 is the title of an interesting leaflet by Henry C, Lippin- 
cott of the Penn Mutual Life, giving some incidents regarding one of that 
company’s policies. 

—The German Aid Association, a beneficiary organization of Wisconsin, is 
to take a vote on the question of raising the rate of assessments, The reserve 
fund question was postponed. 

—Robert L. Wolterbeck of the Nederland Life was married last week to 
Margaret Seymour-Mellen, at Shinnecock Hills, L. I. THe Spgecrator 
extends its cordial congratulations to the happy couple. 

—The Australian Mutual Provident Life now issues policies to women at 
the same rates as for men. The former practice of the society was to add 
three years to the attained age of the applicant. A lady examiner has been 
appointed. 

—Maurice E, Goulden, son of Col. J. A. Goulden, manager of the Penn 
Mutual Life Insurance Company in New York, has accepted the general 
agency for the Nederland Life for the States of New Jersey, Delaware and 
Maryland and the District of Columbia, with headquarters at Newark, N. J. 
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This old company, though scarcely a year in this country, has secured a large 
number of first-class successful men to represent it, and is writing a large 
volume of business. 

—lInsurance Agent: ‘‘I called to see if I couldn't insure your husband's 
life?” Mrs. O’Flannigan: ‘*‘ Shure, it wuddent be wort’ th’ whoile ; he 
wurruks in a powder mill, an’ is loible t’ be be blowed up at anny minute!” 
— Judge. 


—I take pleasure in acknowledging receipt of The Life Insurance Year 
Book for 1894, which in its usual completeness I regard as indispensable in a 
life insurance office.x—A. O. Pessou, State agent, the Union Central Life, 
Vew Orleans, La, 

—The General Agents Association of the Northwestern Mutual Life at their 
recent annual meeting re-elected the old officers as follows: H. A. Munger 
of Cedar Rapids, Ia., president; John I. D. Bristol of New York, vice- 
president ; W. T. Gage of Detroit, secretary. 

—Herman Frede, secretary of the Michigan Mutual Life, died suddenly 
Tuesday evening at Atlantic City, N. J., where he had gone to recover from 
an attack of nervous prostration brought on by a narrow escape from drown- 
ing in the Detroit river some three weeks since. 

— Yesterday was August 1 and Michael Shannon is still with the New York 
Insurance Department. He will remain there until the examinations now in 
progress of the Equitable, the Metropolitan and the Mutual Life are com- 
pleted, a task of some months yet, when he will be open for any offers. 

—The Mutual Life Underwriters Association of Canada has been formed 
at Toronto by representatives of the various natural premium life associa- 
tions. Officers were chosen as follows: President, W. J. McMurtry, 
manager Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association, Toronto; vice-president, 
G. K. Morton, president Provincial Provident Institution, St. Thomas; secre- 
tary, Thomas E. P. Sutton, manager Massachusetts Benetit Life Association, 
Toronto; and treasurer, A. H. Hoover, manager Covenant Mutual Benefit 
Association, Toronto. 

—The Agents Association of the Northwestern Mutual Life held its 
eighteenth annual session July 17 and 18. Colonel John B. Cary of Rich- 
mond, Va., who has been its president almost from the beginning of the asso- 
ciation, was unanimously re elected. John Mallanney of Sioux Falls, S. D., 
was elected vice-president, and C, D. Van Vechten of Cedar Rapids, Ia., was 
re-elected secretary and treasurer. The standing committee, consisting of 
John I. D. Bristol of New York, chairman ; Oliver Williams of Denver, Col.; 
D. E. Murphy of Milwaukee, Wis.; H. A. Munger of Cedar Rapids, Ia., 
and L. W. Moody of New Haven, Conn., was also unanimously re-elected. 

—The Commercial Advertiser, New York, says: A popular man and pro- 
gressive Mason is Francis K. Kohler, who stands high in the regard of the life 
insurance fraternity, of which he is a creditable member, He is a Staten 
Islander, who, though young, has had a long experience in casualty and life 
underwriting. For atime he abandoned the metropolis and became the sec- 
retary of a Western accident insurance company, but yielded to the potent 
fascination that New York yields over its own and is now the general agent in 
this State for the John Hancock Mutual Life of Boston. In the Knights 
Templar Commandery, and wherever his various Masonic affiliations take him, 
he is hailed as one of the national order of good fellows. 


Fire Insurance Notes. 

—The Western Massachusetts Mutual Fire has been licensed in Illinois, 

—L. A. Wright, the Boston incendiary who escaped from prison, has been 
recaptured. 

—Agents at Schenectady, N. Y., want all companies writing there to require 
cash premiums. 

—The fire loss in Kansas City, Mo., increased from $35,205 in 1882 to 
$620,718 in 1893. 

— The Mechanics and Traders of New Orleans has declared a semi-annual 
dividend of $5 per share. 

—The Firemans Fund of San Francisco has declared the usual three per 
cent quarterly dividend. 

—An attempt to pass a valued policy bill through the Vermont legislature 
is to be made at its next session. 

—The Farmers and Merchants Insurance Company of Nebraska denies 
emphatically the rumors of its retirement. 

—Covington (Ky.) rates have been raised twenty per cent to atone for the 
unsatisfactory condition of the fire department. 

—The Alamo of San Antonio has resigned from the Texas Fire Underwriters 
Association because of the rating of cotton gins. 

—We acknowledge receipt of The Coast Review Insurance Chart for 1894, 
dealing with companies operating on the Pacific coast. 

—Geo. M. Boynton has been appointed receiver in supplementary proceed- 
ings for A. J. Berrien, Jr., a New York insurance broker. 

—The Western headquarters of the North British and Mercantile will be 
located on the ninth floor of the Rookery building, Chicago. 

—Richard Gates, an agent at Frankfort, Ind., for the Continental, was 
recently assaulted, robbed of over $300 and thrown into a lake, 

—Denver rates are likely to be reduced as soon as an ordinance regulating 
wiring is passed and the new hose arrives for the fire department. 

—Frank F. Carpenter of Providence, R. I., has had mesne writs served on 
twenty-three insurance companies, involving over $8000, Mr. Carpenter 
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held a lien on Comstock’s Hotel at Pleasant Bluff, R. I., which was burned 
July 23. 

—Some of the many recent fires at Minneapolis are regarded as being of 
incendiary origin, 

—The business men of Jackson, Miss., are indulging in the customary talk 
of organizing a local company, because their rates are to be raised. 

—The India Mutual Insurance Company of Boston, which recently retired 
from the business of writing marine insurance, will soon begin writing fire 
insurance, 

—Two women have been arrested at Walpole, Mass., charged with con- 
spiring to defraud fire insurance companies. Startling developments are 
looked for. 


—J. H. Ralston has been appointed temporary custodian of the Under- 
writers Mutual of Sioux City, Ia. A hearing in the suit for receiver was set 
for July 31. 

—The companies interested in the Knox fire at Washington will probably 
deny liability, as the clause prohibiting the storage of gasoline appears to have 
been violated. 

—The Toledo Board of Underwriters will prohibit the use of trolley cur- 
rents for electric lighting or for power, giving users thirty days in which to 
make a change. 

—The Citizens of Memphis, Tenn., has reinsured in the Greenwich of New 
York. R. W. Parham, secretary of the former, becomes local agent for the 
latter company. 

—Elmer F. Higgins, agent for the Aitna of Hartford at Brooklyn, N. Y., 
was found drowned in Newark Bay. It is believed that he committed suicide. 
His accounts were found to be correct. 


—The Atlantic Mutual Fire Insurance Company has organized at Phila- 
delphia with M. J. Sweeney as president, John McGlynn as vice-president, 
Frank Lyster as treasurer and Wm. H. Ross as secretary. 


—At New York the Protection Fire Lloyds is the latest one to be revived. 
J. W. Paterson and W. J. Howey will be its attorneys and managers, with 
M. F. P. Holgate, formerly general agent for the North Rover, as assistant. 


—<According to a press dispatch Geo. B. Seymour of Milwaukee, Wis., 
agent for the Iowa Insurance Company and candidate for the nomination for 
Insurance Commissioner, has been arrested on a civil warrant charging him 
with being short in his accounts. 


—The July issue of Fleur de Lis, the journal of the Orange Athletic Club, 
shows that Franklin Webster of The Chronicle manages to find time monthly 
to put in some good work on another publication besides The Chronicle, and 
can write equally as well when not treating of insurance topics, 


—There seems to have been an epidemic of lumber fires during the past 
week. In addition to the losses at Phillips, Mason, Shores’ Crossing and 
other neighboring Wisconsin towns, a lumber loss of nearly $200,000 is 
reported from Oshkosh and one of over $300 000 from Minneapolis, Minn. 
Other smaller losses occurred at Stamps, Ark., and Sheboygan, Mich. 


—A charter has been granted to the Mechanics Fire Insurance Company of 
Richmond, Va. The capital is to be not less than $50,000, nor more than 
$300.000, in $100 shares. The officers are Thomas E. Stagg, president ; C. 
W. Hardwicke, vice-president ; Henry M. Tyler, secretary ard treasurer. 
Directors : Thomas E, Stagg. C. W. Hardwicke, W. Minor Woodward, W. J. 
Whitehurst, John Bowers, J. M. Newell, G. Harvey Clarke, W. L. Carneal, 
John H. Frischkorn, John R, Williams, Ware B. Gay and Gilbert J. Hunt. 


—Through other than the usual channel we learn that Bordentown, N. J.. 
has a better protective equipment than it is given credit for in The Insurance 
Year Book for 1894. We are informed that that municipality now has, in 
addition to the equipment reported, one La France steamer, one Holloway 
chemical, five hose carriages and 2000 feet of number 1 hose, all in excellent 
condition and tested monthly. It is to the advantage of towns and cities to 
give publicity to any acquisition in the way of apparatus or improvements in 
water supply, and we are always pleased to receive notice from agents of any 
such changes. 


—The Caledonian of Edinburgh presents to the public its statement of the 
United States branch as of July 1, 1894. The assets foot up $2,378,390, of 
which $1,610,649 is set aside as unearned premium reserve, and $504,476 is 
net surplus. A long list of securities is shown, composed of government, 
State, city, school and railroad bonds, which are regarded as first-class invest- 
ments. The market value of a large majority of them is equal to or in excess 
of the par value, the market value of the whole being $1,511,682 on a par 
value of but $1,439,000. The branch has cash in banks amounting to over 
$500,000. Manager Post is to be congratulated upon being able to publish 
such a strong statement. 


—On July 26 the New York and Brooklyn Fire Underwriters resumed 
active business under the guidance of Walter Selvage as attorney. Mr. 
Selvage has had an extensive experience in the field, covering some fifteen 
years, and is well qualified to pass on risks of every character. He should be 
able to make good dividends for the underwriters of the New York and Brook- 
lyn Fire Underwriters, of whom there are twenty-five. In the list of sub- 
scribers are noticed the names of such men as Geo. W. Cooper of Riverhead, 
N. Y., president of the Suffolk County National Bank ; T. M. Griffing, law- 
yer, of Riverhead ; J. H. Perkins of Riverhead, ex-treasurerof Suffolk county 
and Wm. Westlake of New York of the Westlake & Sweeney Manufacturing 
Company. 


